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Joseph Coleman Carter, The Chora of Chersonesos in Crimea, Ukraine,
(American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 104, No. 4. Oct., 2000 ), pp. 707~
741.
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Robert Bonfil, Oded Irshai, Guy G. Stroumsa, and Rina Talgam (ed), (1)
Jews in Byzantium Dialectics of Minority and Majority Cultures, ( Brill

Leiden, Boston, 2012), p.752.
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Kaukazusi magyar tukor: Magyarok, gruzok, cserkeszek, a kezdetekid!
1848-ig, ( Budapest, Akademiai Kiado, 1988 ), p.47.
Golda Akhiezer, The History of the Crimean Karaites During the (2)
Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Centuries, in Karaite Judaism. A guide to its
history and literary sources, Meira Polliack (ed), ( Brill Leiden, Boston, 2003
), p-731.



203 sl Jlaud) At o) iy i guad) ATV /S (el 9%

b G (1271 ) dlia (LS ¢ (21529) A sl Ladgy D ghalya)
(1545) G 8 Laiy ¢ sl Sldial) o Sall de ald cuilS ) Al
drd b ]l (aSa Yy Aiie bl sda (1134 ) ) aaall 1aa mis
Y dasfiall lilany) @€ ) @l el G ) diLayl . LleSh 4l sk
LiCa ¢ clilbaasyl) 038 DA (ras a0t e ol b G 250 OIS o) O
G Y i (VT ks @) Lased) Cladind) sl b B Clalat) paas Lt
Al yia s A desill ol a8 ISl sae (mlaas) Glud aaf e Gl oS
sl dalaidll @lly 8 L ¢ (Don and Zaporozh'e ) (535 (ag)52) J 0
Opre 23 (8 £l (50 al) S Aadasy 3hsal B L 5paladl) dliall 5kl
Oall zgiaall pmenlly agill A e oyl Slatily daraen Dlyial I5aally
O g5ally
Dl OS¢ LY Aadlal) el () ) B and Caiail o e
Osallhady) 8lsay Andanad) Jsiapalls g e ¢ WISy Sgin G Jbaiadh Sladl Ossa
il oginl) daladl e L syslaall shabially B e a)¥ly 3selly Osilislly
CntlSal) Lebealial ek LS55 Dle B5is djsean LasSa cprual 18 a8l By35a

Alan Fisher, The Ottoman Crimea in the Sixteenth Century, ( Harvard (1)
Ukrainian Studies Vol. 5, No. 2, June 1981),138.

Fisher, The Ottoman Crimea in the sixteenth century, p.170. (2)
Alan Fisher, The Ottoman Crimea in the Mid—-Seventeenth Century: (3)
Some Problems and Preliminary Considerations, ( Harvard Ukrainian

Studies, 1979-1980), Vol. 3/4, Part 1.p215-226.
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Dubnow, History of the Jews, vol,1. P.34. (1)

Johannes Schiltberger, The Bondage and Travels of Johann (2)

Schiltberger, a Native of Bavaria, in Europe, Asia, and Africa, 1396-1427,
(ed) Philip Brunn, J. Buchan Telfer ( Translator ), ( London, 1879 ), p.49.

Schiltberger, The Bondage and Travels, margin, (7), p.176. (3)
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Dubnow, History of the Jews, vol,1. P.35. (1)
Fisher, The Ottoman Crimea in the Mid—Seventeenth Century, Vol. 3/4, (2)
Part,1. p.219.
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Gwyn Jones, A History of the Vikings, ( Oxford University Press 1969 ),
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=David M. Goldfrank, Burn, Baby, Burn: Popular Culture and Heresy in Late
Medieval Russia, (The Journal of Popular Culture1998 Vol. 31, Iss. 4 ),
p.17-32.

Dubnow, History of the Jews, vol,1. P. 36-38. (1)
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Akhiezer, The History of the Crimean Karaites, p.732. (1)
Mikhail Kizilov, The Karaite Communities of Chufut — Kale and Mangup : (2)
History and Topography of the Settlements, , in Karaite Judaism. A guide to
its history and literary sources, Meira Polliack (ed), ( Brill Leiden, Boston,

2003 ), p.762.
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Kizilov, The Karaite Communities, p.762. (1)
Evliya Celebi, Seyahatnamesi, ( Istanbul, 1985 ), vol.7.p.774 ; Akhiezer, (2)
The History of the Crimean Karaites, p.733.
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Frederick Skinner, Odessa and the Problem of Urban Modernization. In (1)
The City in Late Imperial Russia, Michael F. Hamm, (ed). 209-249.
(Bloomington: Indiana  University Press, U.S.A, 1986), p.209-211.

Herlihy, Odessa: A History, 1794-1914, p.251 ; Marina Sapritsky, (2)
Negotiating Traditions: Transformations of Jewish ldentities and Community

Building in Post —Soviet Odessa, Ukraine, ( London, 2010 ), p.50-51.
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p.36.

Steven J. Zipperstein, The Jews of Odessa: A Cultural History, 1794 (2)

1881, (Stanford University, California, 1986 ), p.36.
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Late Imperial Russia, ( Boulder East European Monographs, 2004 ), p.39.
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[ BIROBIDJAN: A SOVIET EXPERIMENT, 1928 - 1985 |

128 The Soviet Government establish a Jewish Nationa! District (okrug)
"3 Birobwdan a Jewsh A Region (oblast).

120 East European refugees fleeing from Narism not aliowed 1o @
settie in the region

141 30,000 Jews out of & total population of 114, 000.

148 Up 10 20,000 more Jews reach the

Region

MW Kheuschev admits tadure of the Region's aim of 300,000 Jews. and
blames the fasiure on "Jowish indrndualism’

159 Census reveals only 14,269 Jews n Buobuhan 397 give Yidash

83 thew mother tongue
183 Less than 12,000 Jews in the region, formung only one ffteenth of
the total popuiation. Yiddiah spoken by ooly 175 of Jews.
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Martin Gilbert, The Routledge Atlas of Jewish History, ( Routledge, (1)
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the Making of a Soviet Jewish Homeland : an lllustrated History, 1928-

1996, (University of California Press, 1998 ), p.20-21.
Epstein, Pages from My Stormy Life-An Autobiographical Sketch, (1)
p.147-148.
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( The goal of our present endeavors must be not the

"Holy Land," but a land of our own. We need nothing but a

large piece of land for our poor brothers; a piece of land

which shall remain our property, from which no foreign

master can expel us. Thither we shall take with us the most

sacred possessions which we have saved from

the
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shipwreck of our former fatherland, the God-idea and the
Bible. It is only these which have made our old fatherland

the Holy Land, and not Jerusalem or the Jordan ).
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Leon Pinsker, Auto-Emancipation: An appeal to his people by a Russian (1)
Jew, in book, Arthur Hertzberg, The Zionist idea: a historical analysis and
reader, ( Jewish Publication Society, Year: 1997 ), p.194.
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Thomas Edmund Farnsworth Wright; Anne Kerr; Edmund Wright, A
Dictionary of World History, ( Oxford Quick Reference, 2018 ), p.387 ;
Jurgen Georg Backhaus (ed), The European Heritage in Economics and the
Social Sciences, (Springer New York, Heidelberg Dordrecht London, 2012 )
; Eli Faber, Jews, Slaves, and the Slave Trade: Setting the Record Straight,
( New York University press, 1998 ).
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Wright, A Dictionary of World History, p.211. (1)
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Peretz Merhav, The Israeli Left: History, Problems, Documents, ( (3)

U.S.A, 1980 ), p.19.
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Zvi Gitelman, The Emergence of Modern Jewish Politics Bundism and (1)
Zionism in Eastern Europe, ( University of Pittsburgh press, 2003 ), p.4.
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Andre Liebich, Mensheviks, Then and Now, ( Russian Review, Jan, 1989 ),
Vol. 48, No. 1, pp. 67-79 ; Leopold H. Haimson, The Mensheviks after the
October Revolution, ( The Russian Review, Oct., 1979 ), Vol. 38, No. 4,
pp. 456-473 ; Oleg Pmwkov, The Mensheviks in 1917, ( Oklahoma State
University, 1992).
Gitelman, The Emergence of Modern Jewish Politics Bundism and (1)
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Marina Aptekman, To the Holy Land and Back: The Opposition of Two (1)
Zions in Russian—Jewish Literature of the 1930s, ( Tufts University, U.S.A,
2021 ), p.6-7.

Aptekman, To the Holy Land and Back, p.7. (2)
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On the ' Jewish problem '

This interview appeared in Class Struggle, February 1934. The journal
was the organ of a short-lived group, the Communist League of Struggle, led
by Albert Weisbord.

QUESTION: Does the Left Opposition have to make special demands to win
the Jewish working class in America ?

ANSWER: The role of the foreign-born Jewish worker in the American
proletarian revolution will be a very great one, and in some respects
decisive. There is no question but that the Left Opposition must do all it can
to penetrate into the life of the Jewish workers.

QUESTION: What is your attitude towards the Jewish lan- guage? Why do
you in your autobiography characterize it as "jargon ?"

ANSWER: My attitude towards the Jewish language is similar to that of all
languages. If | really used in my autobiography the term " jargon," it is
because in the years of my youth in Odessa the Jewish language was not
called Yiddish, as to- day, but "jargon." Such was the expression of Jews
them- selves, who did not consider it a sign of superciliousness. The word
Yiddish is in universal use for the last fifteen or twenty years. | can see this
even in France.

QUESTION: In the Jewish circles you are considered to be an "assimilator."
What is your attitude towards assimilation ?

ANSWER: | do not understand why | should be considered as an
"assimilator." | do not know, generally, what kind of a meaning this word
holds. | am, it is understood, opposed to Zionism and all such forms of self-
isolation on the part of the Jewish workers. | call upon the Jewish workers of
France to better acquaint themselves with the problems of French life and
of the French working class. Without that it is difficult to participate in the
working class movement of that country in which they are being exploited.
As the Jewish proletariat is spread in different countries it is necessary for
the Jewish worker, outside of his own language, to strive to know the
language of other countries as a weapon in the class struggle. What has that
to do with "assimilation ? "
QUESTION: The official Communist Party characterized, without question,
the Jewish-Arab events in 1929 in Palestine as the revolutionary uprising of
the oppressed Arabian masses. What is your opinion of this policy ?



ANSWER: Unfortunately, | am not thoroughly familiar with the facts to
venture a definite opinion. | am now studying the question. Then it will be
easier to see in what proportion and in what degree there were present
those elements such as national liberationists (anti-imperialists) and
reactionary Mohammedans and anti-Semitic pogromists. On the surface, it
seems to me that all these elements were there.

QUESTION: What is your attitude about Palestine as a possible Jewish
"homeland" and about a land for the Jews generally? Don't you believe that
the anti-Semitism of German fascism compels a different approach to the
Jewish question on the part of Communists ?

ANSWER: Both the fascist state in Germany, as well as the Arabian-Jewish
struggle, bring forth new and very clear verifications of the principle that the
Jewish question cannot be solved within the framework of capitalism. | do
not know whether Jewry will be built up again as a nation. However, there
can be no doubt that the material conditions for the existence of Jewry as
an independent nation could be brought about only by the proletarian
revolution. There is no such thing on our planet as the idea that one has
more claim to land than another.

The establishment of a territorial base for Jewry in Pales tine or any other
country is conceivable only with the migrations of large human masses. Only
a triumphant socialism can take upon itself such tasks. It can be foreseen
that it may take place either on the basis of a mutual understanding, or with
the aid of a kind of international proletarian tribunal which should take up
this question and solve it.

The blind alley in which German Jewry finds itself as well as the blind alley in
which Zionism finds itself is inseparably bound up with the blind alley of
world capitalism, as a whole. Only when the Jewish workers clearly see this
interrelationship will they be forewarned against pessimism and despair.

Reply to a question about Birobidjan

The translations of the replies below were found among the papers of the
late John G. Wright. The inquiry was sent to the Paris editorial office of the
Bulletin of the Opposition, organ of the Russian Bolshevik Leninists, by a
group of Jewish Left Oppositionists, who signed themselves "Ykslagor,"
working within the Soviet Union under conditions of severe repression.
Trotsky's reply was written in October 1934. The reply by "Schwartz" (pen
name of Leon Sedov, Trotsky's son) refers to the "Gezerd," which was the
Yiddish name for the OZET, or "Association for the Rural Placement of
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Jewish Toilers," set up in 1926 to handle Jewish settlement in Birobidjan and
dissolved by Stalin in 1938-39 as a "hotbed" of Trotskyist and other
opposition elements.

Letter by Leon Trotsky

WITH RESPECT TO THE LETTER by Ykslagor: the statement that Birobidjan is
"Left Zionism" seems to me to be completely incorrect. Zionism draws away
the workers from the class struggle by means of unrealizable hopes of a
Jewish state under capitalist conditions. But a workers' government is duty
bound to create for the Jews, as for any nation, the very best circumstances
for cultural development. This means, inter alia: to provide for those Jews
who desire to have their own schools, their own press, their own theatre,
etc., a separate territory for self-administration and development. The
international proletariat will behave in the same way when it will become
the master of the whole globe. In the sphere of the national question there
must be no restraint; on the contrary there must be an all-sided material
assistance for the cultural needs of all nationalities and ethnic groups. If this
or that national group is doomed to go down (in the national sense) then
this must proceed in the same way as a natural process, but never as a
consequence of any territorial, economic, or administrative difficulties.

L. Trotsky

Editorial Office

Opposition Bulletin of the Bolshevik Leninists Ykslagor:

Dear Comrades,

Your letter was duly received and if we did not answer you immediately, this
was due only to the fact that we are working under exceptionally difficult
conditions. In connection with your question about Birobidjan we wanted to
give you an authoritative reply. The author of this re- ply, as you know, lives
and works under the most difficult conditions. This is the explanation for the
lateness of our reply to you. With regard to your other question of rejoining
the Gezerd-we are not in a position to give our opinion, due to scanty
information. We shall try our best to reply on this question as soon as we
receive the necessary information....

With comradely greetings, Schwartz

Leon Trotsky, On The Jewish Question, ( Pathfinder Press, Canada,
Thirteenth printing, 2017), p.28-33.
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